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[Beginning of recorded material] 

 

Rick Rosner: We were talking about when the future is going to get here. We talk about the 

future a lot without pinning down when it will happen and what it will do. I consider the election 

disrupted by the future. That is, disrupted by forces that have never played so large a role in an 

election, one thing is that actual jobs lost to AI and to robotics. I saw a statistic yesterday that for 

every robot in a factory, then you cost 6.2 human jobs. 

 

People like to say that we’ve had increasing automation for 3 centuries, since the beginning of 

the Industrial Revolution, and people found work after each disruption. I believe that is a harder 

case to make now. There are probably millions of people in this country who have lost jobs to 

automation. They are pissed off. People also lost jobs to economic cycles, to offshoring and 

outsourcing, but automation puts constant pressure on the job market. 

 

It squeezes it down and down and down. Those pissed off people and other pissed off people 

have been manipulated via computer hacking of information that generate social media bots. 

They have been manipulated into mistrusting longstanding American institutions. Most 

prominently, most importantly, the media; so this is a trend that may have shown up in previous 

elections, but it exploded in this election. 

 

Senate is just beginning to have hearings on exactly how much we were fucked over by Russia. 

We have another national election coming up in 2018, which also includes all sorts of state 

elections. There is no guarantee. In fact, there’s no guarantee that we will be able to fight off that 

same electronic manipulation of people with propaganda and bots filling social media with 

bullshit. 

 

In fact, you can pretty much guarantee that that’s going to happen. There are elections coming up 

in France that Russia is trying to mess with. Russia is trying to mess with the alliances in 

Western Europe such as NATO. He influenced Brexit. Russia’s efforts to destabilize Western 

democracies and will continue to be fairly successful. So that’s one form of futuristic disruption 

that is already here.  

 

Other forms of disruption include a bunch of effects of vastly improved medicine. That within 20 

years not only will the genome be entirely figured out – that is, say 90% of the effects of 

manipulating the various genes in a human genome will be known – along with a lot of other 

potential feedback loops in the human body. Living things live and move through the 

environment and have flexibility to deal with various conditions of life using feedback in the 

body.  

 

[End of recorded material] 
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1 Four format points for the session article: 

1. Bold text following “Scott Douglas Jacobsen:” or “SDJ:” is Scott Douglas Jacobsen & non-bold text 

following “Rick Rosner:” or “RR:” is Rick Rosner. 

2. Session article conducted, transcribed, edited, formatted, and published by Scott. 

3. Footnotes & in-text citations in the interview & references after the interview. 

4. This session article has been edited for clarity and readability. 

 

For further information on the formatting guidelines incorporated into this document, please see the following 

documents: 

1. American Psychological Association. (2010). Citation Guide: APA. Retrieved from 

http://www.lib.sfu.ca/system/files/28281/APA6CitationGuideSFUv3.pdf.  

2. Humble, A. (n.d.). Guide to Transcribing. Retrieved from 

http://www.msvu.ca/site/media/msvu/Transcription%20Guide.pdf.  
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